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22 June 2015 
 
 
Dear Rob 
 
FUTURE OF FORESTRY IN SCOTLAND 

 
The forestry sector is important to Scotland because of its contribution to our economy and 
the wider social and environmental benefits that our forests provide. Forestry is already a 
devolved matter and forestry policy in Scotland is determined by Scottish Ministers, but the 
management of our national forest estate and other forestry functions are still provided by 
the cross-border Forestry Commission, with the powers and duties in relation to those 
functions resting with the Forestry Commissioners. 
 
I believe that now is a good time to complete the devolution of the arrangements for the 
management of forestry in Scotland by agreeing a transfer of Forestry Commissioners’ 
powers and duties, as they relate to Scotland, to Scottish Ministers.  We have agreed with 
the UK Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs that officials will work 
jointly to consider options for taking this forward. 
 
I will share further details of this work with the Committee in due course. 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
AILEEN MCLEOD 
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